The principal hall of audience in the palace was prepared for the
reception of the presents. They were arranged in admirable order and the
Nizam threw aside his usual dignity by going to examine them before the
arrival of the Resident He appeared particularly pleased, and taking a
diamond ring from among the presents, wore it on his finger to mark his
acceptance of the gifts and hung by his side a sword the scabbard and hilt
of which were studded with precious stones, not because of its value,
but as an appreciation of the cordial spirit in which it had been sent

The year 1861 was memorable for the creation of the new Order of the
Star of India. The British Government desired to recognise the services of
deserving persons by conferring honours and distinctions upon them, simi-
lar to those which the Moghul Emperors at the height of their power con-
ferred upon their subjects and dependents. These distinctions emanating
from the Crown formed a connecting link with the Indian Princes.

Accordingly in July 1861 His Highness the Nizam received a Kharita
from His Excellency the Viceroy, with a grant under Her Majesty's sign-
manual, intimating his admission into the very first rank of the Most
Exalted Order of the Star of India, his installation in full darbar being
carried out by the Resident in the month of November following, amidst
much pomp and many lively assurances by the Nizam of his appreciation of
the honour.

After a reign of nearly twelve years His Highness Nawab Sir Afzal-
ud-Daula Bahadur expired on Friday the 26th February 1869 in the forty-
third year of his life. The infant prince, Mir Mahabub Ali Khan Bahadur,
who was then under three years of age, having been born on the 17th August
1866, was at once placed on the musnad, the formal ceremony of ins-
tallation taking place on the 6th March 1869. Attended by his staff,
the Resident proceeded to the palace where the minister and the nobles had
assembled and greeted the young prince who was borne in the arms of his
nurse, Taking the prince's hand the kindly Resident led him towards the
musnad and placed him upon it

72